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Policy Statement
	The juvenile justice system has a role in servicing conflicting goals, and punitive sanctions, and rehabilitative treatment. However, most youths have entered the juvenile justice system with service needs of mental health problems. Examples of such troubled youths include drug addicts, runaways, and sexually active youths. Some are there as a result of abusive backgrounds and neglect. It would be best if these youths were not treated as criminals and offered the exceptional help they need. Handling cases of troubled adolescents in a court of law gives them the thought that they are criminals, which is not always the case. This paper presents some of the recommendations that should be considered to handle the problem. 
	Besides the juvenile justice system, establishing a more independent body should strictly be responsible for the youths' mental health wellness and social welfare. This body should offer services like rehabilitation for the drug-addicted and counseling to the psychologically troubled. Also, the government should establish accessible offices where kids can freely seek help when faced with such issues that would lead them to become runaways or drug addicts. Such matters include psychological traumas, violence, or abuse.  More youth-based activities such as talents competitions should be organized to keep the youth more engaged. Those youths with recognizable skills should be given opportunities to nature their talents. 
	Assessing the whole issue, the course of treatment I would choose would focus on preventing more of the causes forcing youths into the juvenile judicial system. I would do this by establishing mental health wellness awareness. It would also be necessary to encourage the youths always to speak out when faced with challenges. It would help not only the current youths but also generations to come. 

Shatiek's case
	The greatest challenge facing the juvenile courts has been on the big question of dealing with serious offenders, as it is in the case of Shatiek. The essay will present my reasoning for assuming the assistant district attorney's role, the defense counsel's role, and the court judge's role. 
	As the assistant district attorney, I propose Shatiek be waived to the adult court. First, there is no real difference between serious offenders below a certain age and those above it; the offense elements cut across all the ages. Secondly, justice states that those in similar situations should be treated similarly. The juvenile court cannot handle this case; the offender needs to be accountable for his action. The court has the option of transferring severe offenders to adult courts, and Shatiek is one.  
	As the defense counsel, Shatiek should be retained in the juvenile court. He is just a kid who has been subjected to a strict upbringing. His background explains his character. In today's world, though against the law, gang life seems to become the way of life. Therefore, basing Shatiek's action on his age and background, he does not deserve to be transferred to a court of law. Additionally, he has explained that it was an act of self-defense. Lastly, if subjected to appropriate rehabilitation, Shatiek is amenable to rehabilitation. Therefore, he should not be waived to the adult court. 
	As the court judge, basing my decision on the rational point by both the attorney and the defense counsel, it is my role to act in the kid's interest. Shatiek is still below eighteen years. Therefore, he should be retained in the juvenile court. 
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